














The Territorial Expansion of the United 
States: Toward an Asian Pacifi c Power
TAKASUGI Tadaaki
The United States won independence from Britain with the signing of 
the Paris Peace Treaty in 1783 and doubled its territory. The United 
States at that time, however, was a federation consisting of 13 sovereign 
nations with a population of only 3.13 million people. It was still a weak 
state with no powerful central government or regular Army with no 
established fi nancial foundation. There were also frequent land disputes 
with indigenous tribes in the newly acquired land, and tensions with the 
UK, Spain and France continued. In 1789, the United States began a 
new history as a federal state and in the mid-19th century it occupied 
Louisiana, Florida, Texas, Oregon, and California becoming a “land 
power” as well as a power that is “from sea to shining sea.” This paper 
describes how the United States expanded its territory towards the west 
of the United States from its colonial period until the 1830s in the 
context of the world history and international politics. This article 
therefore discusses the movement not from the traditional perspective of 
the unilineal history of one nation, but with a focus on philosophies and 
interests that promoted the Westward Movement in the context of the 
world history. What was the US federal government policy that 
supported it? What was the relationship between its territorial expansion 
and the international environment? The author would also like to 
examine the contradiction between the idea of  the territorial expansion 
and the reality focusing on the period from the colonial to the 1840s.



























































































































































の正方形のタウンシップ（約 9.6 km×9.6 km）に分割し、さらにそれを 1マ
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